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Pitfall #1

Any 1:1 without the 
iPad in music education

Just say "No."



Any 1:1 without the iPad in music education

❖  Mirroring

❖ Apps

❖ Format (tablet)

❖ SAMR

❖ Accessories



Pitfall #2

No paid apps You get what you pay for.



No paid apps
❖ The first step to using new technology is substitution

❖ How do you achieve substitution with free apps?

❖ Google Docs are great but the experience isn't great on 
the iPad

❖ You get what you pay for with forScore, unrealBook, 
Notion, NotateMe, and so many more apps.

❖ What developer is truly going to put out their best effort 
for free?



Pitfall #3

Expect everything to 
work.

Regardless of the device, this 
never happens.



Expect everything to work

❖ Network issues (mirroring, downloads, accessibility)

❖ iOS upgrade issues

❖ App issues (sometimes due to upgrades)

❖ Learn how to hard restart the iPad



Pitfall #4

Expect the students to 
know how to use their 
iPads.

They know Facebook, Twitter, 
and SnapChat, but they don't 
know how to use the devices 
educationally.



Expect the students to know how to use their iPads

❖ "Digital native" does not mean what we think it means.

❖ In our 1:1, commitment to student responsibility is very 
high.

❖ You will need to teach how to use iPads in your 
classroom.

❖ Digital citizenship

❖ How to use apps (Even Google Apps for Education)



Pitfall #5

Expect that students will 
use the devices 
appropriately in class.

If adults can't, will students?



Expect that students will use the devices appropriately in class

❖ If they can go off task, they will.

❖ iOS 7 allows for very fast closure of apps.

❖ Music doesn't offer a lot of room for teacher movement.

❖ It is completely appropriate to NOT use iPads (under 
chairs, Apples up).

❖ A strong policy with consequences is needed; it is ideal if 
everyone in the school is on the same page.

❖ "Light check" (turn off lights in classroom).



❖ iOS 7 allows MDMs to control student iPads, such as 
with Casper Focus.



Pitfall #6

Assume that students will 
be on task when working 
with iPads in small groups.

Some will, some won't.



Assume that students will be on task when working with iPads in 
small groups

❖ iPads are wonderful for small groups (centers, projects, 
and sectionals)

❖ One wonderful solution from Chris Sepersky and Amy 
Burns: use Reflector and have all iPads mirror to your 
computer.  You can project on a screen, or mirror to just 
your computer.



Pitfall #7

Think that you can save 
audio directly to your 
iPad's music library.

You can't.



Think that you can save audio directly to your iPad's music 
library

❖ This is the last frontier of the "Post-PC" era.

❖ Importing audio to the iPad music library requires 
syncing.

❖ Even Dropbox will not let you export audio files.

❖ You can open audio into iMovie 



❖ Options for audio

❖ Save to your computer and sync via iTunes (not true 
of our school's 1:1)

❖ Export to SoundCloud, play from SoundCloud

❖ Save to Google Drive or Dropbox, import to 
unrealBook



Pitfall #8

Buy the cheapest 
iPad you get.

Don't do this.



Buy the cheapest iPad you can get

❖ You need at least 32GB of memory, more likely 64 GB.

❖ The new A7 processor is 2x as fast as the 3rd Generation 
iPad, 4x as fast as the iPad 2, original iPad mini, and the 
3rd Generation iPad, and 8x as fast as the original iPad.

❖ The A7 processor is 64 bit, paving the way to better 
programs and a longer period of time before becoming 
obsolete like the first iPad.



Pitfall #9

You don't have to keep 
looking for better 
solutions.

Just keep swimming, just keep 
swimming...



You don't have to keep looking for better solutions

❖ New apps come out all the time

❖ We may see a new product cycle for the iPad

❖ A better device than the iPad could come out at any 
time

❖ New accessories are coming every day.







Pitfall #10

Assume that apps 
iPads are all you need

You are crucial to the process.



Assume that apps are all you need

❖ It is important to find great apps that you can use.

❖ But it isn't "just" about the apps.

❖ TPAC: technology, pedagogy, and content.

❖ The research is REALLY limited as to the issue of best 
practice of iPad use in education, let alone music 
education.



Pitfall #11

Fear of using the device 
and/or quitting when 
something goes wrong.

Never be afraid to try 
something new. Remember, 
amateurs built the ark, 
professionals built the Titanic.



Fear of using the device and/or quitting when something goes 
wrong

❖ Other than physically breaking the iPad, iPads are 
generally unbreakable.  You can always restore the device.

❖ Lost time in class seems painful, but can be an important 
life lesson for students who learn from how you deal with 
challenges as much as what you "teach" them.

❖ If you try something and it fails, find out why, address the 
issue, and try again

❖ FAIL: First Attempt In Learning



Thank you for coming!
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