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The Kiss of Death



“Six months ago, when I 
created this presentation 

on the latest technology…”



The latest 
technology...





The iPad 
remains the 
best mobile 
platform for 

music making 
and music 

education, and 
may even be 

the best overall 
platform.



Things to consider
• Cost 

• Form Factor 

• Ease of Use 

• Reliability 

• Shelf Life 

• Apps 

• Accessories (cases, styluses, and music-specific accessories)





The iPad isn't perfect, but 
it certainly can fit in any 

music classroom



Biggest Challenge?



Biggest Challenge?
• Chromebook 

• Multiple manufacturers 

• Cheap (<$200) 

• Handle 95% of what schools (not music teachers or other 
non-desk classes) traditionally use computers for 

• Tricky to implement in music 

• New "Flip" models 

• Changes in Web MIDI & Audio are coming











Created by Carl Hooker, hookedoninnovation.com



Notebooks in Elementary General Music (TodaysMeet) 
Photo Courtesy of Ronda Armstrong, Metro Nashville Public Schools



Notebooks in Elementary General Music (Incredibox) 
Photo Courtesy of Kandi Stellin, Glenwood Elementary School, Kearney, Nebraska



CTRL & SHIFT & REFRESH 
Photo Courtesy of Mark Bjorklund, Vocal Music at Miller Middle School and Lenihan Intermediate 

School, Marshalltown, IA 



If your district goes Chromebook…

• There are a growing number of quality HTML 5 
solutions (multi-platform) that can be used, such as 
Noteflight, flat.io, and NeoScores.  It can still be tricky 
to purchase subscriptions to these (more features) if 
your district was originally penny-pinching with the 
Chromebook decision 

• If your district saved millions, ask for a classroom set 
of iPads (5 iPads to 1:1, your discretion) 

• You can always use a personal iPad (even if you are in 
an anti-Apple school)



Buy a device for what it 
can do today, not what it 

might do tomorrow



So…what about “The Latest?”

• Hardware 

• Accessories (related to the hardware) 

• Apps & Resources 

• Strategies



Hardware
• Latest and best?  iPad Air 2 or 

iPad Mini 4 

• Buy no iPad with less than 64GB 
memory) 

• Time to upgrade with iPad 1-3; 
probably iPad 4 

• No 3D Touch or Pencil integration



Hardware
• iPad Pro 

• November 11 Release 

• $949 128GB version 

• $99 Pencil 

• Keyboards with new port 

• 1.8x faster than iPad Air 2 

• No 3D Touch



Hardware
• Many ways to mirror an iPad 

• Multiple iPads at one time?  Computer solution 
(Reflector 2, Air Server, X-Mirage).  Requires Bonjour 
on local network.  iOS 9 breaks some of these. 

• One iPad?  Apple TV 3rd Generation & newer can 
mirror with no wi-fi network.  You will need an 
external adapter (Kanex ATV Pro) to go to VGA (This 
is a relatively new feature) 

• See Tony Vincent’s “Ten Ways to Mirror an 
iPad” (learninginhand.com)



Hardware

• Wireless mirroring is still best on iOS.



Hardware
• iOS 8 (last year): Most exciting change?  MIDI 

over Bluetooth LE 

• Very quiet launch 

• No wires 

• Simple connections 

• Very few devices or apps currently use this 
protocol



iOS 9

• Split Views (depends on the model) 

• Multi-tasking 

• Minimize Video 

• Two finger scrolling (iPad)



Accessories
• Some accessories that are best in class: 

• AirTurn foot pedal 

• Apple TV 

• VGA Dongle 

• TheGigEasy iPad Mounts 

• Styluses (Evernote Boxwave Capacitive Stylus 
Maglus Stylus with microfiber)



Accessories
• New Accessories 

• JamStik+ 

• PUC+ and mi.1 Wireless MIDI dongle 

• c.24 Keyboard case 

• Bluetooth styluses



Applications
• Easy to get lost here…60 apps in 60 minutes is 

always >60 apps in >60 minutes. 

• The best-of-class apps continue to improve 

• forScore 

• Notion 

• GarageBand



Applications
• Some apps die, others get resurrected 

• Symphony Pro 

• The life-changing apps:  

• NotateMe with PhotoScore ($70 investment) 

• Showbie 

• Attendance2





Applications
• Want more apps?  Visit techinmusiced.com 

• Time to plug books on the iBookstore… 

• I have two: iPads in Music Education and 
Practical Technology for Music Education (for 
sale, not free) 

• Amy Burns: “Help, I’m an Elementary Music 
Teacher with One or More iPads.”  FREE.



Strategies
• Use of iPad as sheet music and to annotate music (Although I 

primarily use forScore, students have used PiaScore and 
NextPage, but we are using Showbie) 

• Use of iPad for Warm-Ups and Announcements (Keynote) 

• Use of iPad for attendance (Attendance 2) 

• Use of iPad for playing/singing assessments (SmartMusic, Music 
Prodigy, or Showbie) 

• Use of iPad for traditional assessments (Google Forms with 
Flubaroo, Socrative, Kahoot) 

• Sectional work or Solo & Ensemble preparation



Strategies
• Use of iPad for student composition (GarageBand or NotateMe 

Now or even web-based Noteflight or flat.io) 

• Use of iPad to incorporate writing (AVID, WICOR via Google Forms 
or Showbie) 

• Use of iPad as accompanist or to make accompaniments (Notion) 

• Use of iPad to scan, edit, and arrange music as a teacher 
(NotateMe, Notion) 

• Use of iPad for communication with students (Remind) 

• Use of iPad for videos (Handbrake [Mac/PC], AirDrop [recent 
devices], Google Drive)



Strategies
• There is nothing wrong with a 1:Teacher model if the district chooses 

no device or another device 

• 1:individually owned can work if your school policies allow it, and if 
you can trust students to be on the right app.   

• 1:small groups of iPads (lessons, or passing devices in class for 
assessment) can work if you use guided access to keep students on 
task 

• 1:1 in your classroom can work if you restrict iPads to your specific 
apps 

• 1:1 in your school can work if you have specific management systems 
(such as Casper [Casper Focus]) that can lock students in an app



Strategies
• I have 3 iPads (personal, school, and choir) 

• One iPad is lent to students who forget an iPad or are not allowed to have 
one 

• One iPad is for classroom management (attendance, Casper Focus, Class 
Dojo) 

• In a 1:1 setting, a student without an iPad can result in a lot of extra work 

• I invested in two external chargers to lend to students to keep them in their 
seats during choir.  They are more than happy to sit at an electric outlet 

• Not all kids can handle the iPad, particularly unrestricted 

• We do not have the mobility of a “traditional” classroom teacher, and students 
simply cannot help themselves from going off task



Questions?
Christopher J. Russell, Ph.D. 

techinmusiced.com


