
iPads in Music Education, Day 2 Notes
Scanning
We started the morning off talking about scanning.  The number one use of the iPad for 
all fields of music education is the ability to substitute the use of paper music.
I have found that the Canon portable duplex scanner is the best way to get music into 
your iPad (the current model is the P-215).  You can scan by hand, or use a school 
copier, but the benefit of the Canon scanner is that it is fast and also eliminates margins 
that are not on the original (copies that roam from the left to the right on a larger copier).
Instrumental teachers may have to shrink a page to fit on 8.5x11 paper and then 
scan...large format duplex scanners start in the $2500 range, where you can buy the 
P-215 new for $284.
Just a note: choose text (if the options are text, black and white, and color)...avoid 
greyscale scanning for this purpose.  300 dpi.
Later in the day, we discussed how to move a scan from a PDF to a Music XML file.  
There are two programs that are accepted as "best in the field," SmartScore Pro X2 and 
PhotoScore Ultimate.  Both will set you back $300.  My best results have been with 
PhotoScore Ultimate, but SmartScore offers a trial period.  See what works best for you.
forScore
As the easiest way to use the iPad in a music class is as digital sheet music, we spent a 
good amount of time looking at the features of forScore, with some references to other 
readers such as unrealBook and Chromatik (Chromatik was temporarily out of the App 
Store).  If you need a refresher about forScore, there is a wonderful instruction manual 
as a part of the app.
Notion
With exceptional timing, Notion, a music notation app for the iPad, released a huge 
update the day before our class.  We walked through some of the basic functions of 
Notion, and talked about how music can be imported and exported as Music XML files 
(universal music notation files) or as audio files.  Notion is a great way to write legitimate 
music on the fly, create rehearsal tracks, and more.  One of Notion's biggest selling 
points are its audio samples, which come from the London Symphony Orchestra, and is 
why the app is so large (one of the largest apps on my iPad).
This leads to a reminder to no longer purchase anything smaller than a 32GB iPad, and 
in fact, 64GB or larger might be a good idea.



SmartMusic
We had actually looked at SmartMusic during Day 1, so we did not look at it again 
today.
GarageBand
We took a brief look at GarageBand, including all the instruments that are available, 
how it can be connected to a Core MIDI compliant keyboard, how it can record various 
tracks, how to edit non-smart instruments in the piano roll--and a quick mention of the 
ability to use 4 iPads in a jam session (provided your wireless has the bandwidth and 
permissions set to allow it).
Notability
We examined Notability, a note-taking app that is very popular in education because 
you can import a PDF into the app...including PDFs of musical score paper.  You can 
write in Notability and project what you are writing, you can draw, you can type, and you 
can record (audio) while you write/type.  To me, this would be the ideal college app--but 
I know many students who abandon their iPads so they can take notes on a new 
MacBook in college.  I understand the need/desire for a MacBook, but I would have 
given anything for an iPad in college back in the early 1990s!
Keynote
I love Keynote for making presentations...of any kind...on the iPad.  It is as if 
PowerPoint and SMART Notebook had a baby...a wonderful baby.  Keynote has 
incredible transitions and ways to interact with objects.  Keynote has two negatives.  
First, you cannot draw on your slides as you teach, and second, you can't really use 
audio.  You could import audio into a movie, and insert the movie into PowerPoint, but 
that's a very messy way to go about things, especially in our field.  I am hoping the new 
versions of Keynote for iOS will allow more functionality with music this fall.
Explain Everything
Explain Everything is a presentation app that will create slides or import slides from 
Keynote or PowerPoint.  You can then annotate on slides to your heart's content (this is 
something Keynote lacks).  You can even import video and annotate the video as it 
plays.  The best part is you can record audio over each slide, and then export all the 
slides as a video--a way to "flip" your classroom.  My example was using Explain 
Everything to teach key signatures after having taught it for 27 days in a row and still 
having kids say, "Uh...I don't know."



Dropbox and Google Drive
We talked about Dropbox and Google Drive over both days.  Both are services that 
allow you to store documents in the Cloud (on the Internet), making your files accessible 
anywhere you have Internet.  It completely eliminates the need for USB drives and also 
ensures that your primary data will not disappear from a crashed computer hard drive.
Dropbox and Google Drive can be installed as a normal "folder" on a Windows or Mac 
computer, making the transfer of files very easy.  In terms of iPad use, Dropbox is widely 
used in many apps (including forScore) to store data.  Google Drive is gaining 
popularity, as the service is somewhat more recent than Dropbox.  Truthfully, a lot of 
people are always wary of Google as they are known to drop services over time.
The best strategy is to have accounts in both locations.  Dropbox starts with 2GB, 
Google Drive allows for 15GB (combined with the space used by a Gmail account).
iMovie
We didn't get very far with iMovie, but there are lots of tutorials on YouTube.  Think 
about incorporating video into your class, and into your assignments...particularly during 
those end-of-the-year-post-concert weeks.
Videos
I use Handbrake to rip DVDs and keep them on my iPad for emergency situations.
Mirroring
One of the key features of the iPad...which did not come until the iPad 2...is the ability to 
wirelessly mirror your screen from your iPad to a projector.  Tony Vincent, the author of 
the Learning in Hand Blog, has outlined several ways to mirror your screen:
http://learninginhand.com/blog/5-ways-to-show-your-ipad-on-a-projector-screen.html
He also has a wonderful infographic about the iPad that is worth looking at:
http://learninginhand.com/blog/2013/4/7/ipad-as-the-teachers-pet-infographic
Mirroring also allows you to turn your iPad into a document camera--just use the stock 
Camera app.  Think about using an iPad stand from thegigeasy.com, the Juststand 
(http://www.ipaddocumentcamera.com/), or the Dewey (http://copernicused.com/
result_detail.aspx?group=dcs1).



Small Group Time
Thanks to a request by Val, we were able to spend twenty minutes in curriculum-area 
groups.  Hopefully you were able to make note of who was in that group, and you will be 
contacting them throughout the year to see what they are doing with their iPads.
In Closing
I was asked what my classroom looks like: in truth it is a normal classroom, with one 
digital piano for me, my iPad, a projector, and my MacBook connected to my projector 
(mirroring with Reflector).  I really do use my iPad all day, every day.
I truly believe that the iPad is the best device for education, as it is applicable in all fields 
and not just the "core."  (Even if music was one of the key parts of Classical Greek 
education, it certainly is fighting to stay as a part of what education is in 2013).
Whether your iPad is 1:class or you have 1:1 iPads in your teaching situation, you can 
find easy ways to integrate this device into your teaching.
I wish you the very best in your endeavors...and if you have questions, don't hesitate to 
contact me!
Chris Russell
techinmusiced.com
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